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Member  of  Parliament 

TO  HIS 

Friend  in  the  Country , 

SIR, 

FTER  what  hath  been  written 
of  late  Years,  concerning  the 
publish  Revenues ,  particularly  the 
Civil  Lift ,  I  was  in  Hopes  there 
would  have  been  no  Occalion  for 
faying  any  Thing  farther  upon 
.  Subjetfs.  But  You  defire  to 

be  inform'd  not  only  what  Share  the  Civil  Lift  hath 
had  in  the  lute  Fid  uguinjl  Spirituous  Licjuors ,  but 
likewife  of  the  Reafons  why  I,  who  was  for  the 
tajl  Ad  for  remedying  this  Evil ,  and  afterwards  for 
amending  and  making  it  effedual,  inftead  of  re¬ 
pealing  it,  ihould  at  laft  be  againft  this  AA  as  it 
is  now  fo  wifely  fram'd  and  pafs'd. 

A  a  '  This 
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This  is  the  Subftance  of  your  Enquiry  ;  which 
not  only  calls  upon  Me  to  fatisfy  your  Curiofity, 
but  makes  a  vindication  of  Myfelf  in  fome  meafure, 
neceffary.  As  to  the  Civil  Lifi,  conlidering  all  that 
hath  pafs’d  of  late  Years,  with  what  We  have  feen 
in  the  prefent  Cafe ,  it  appears  that  We  are  like  to 
go  on  in  the  fame  fatal  Methods ;  and  fo  unpleafing 
a  ProlpeCl  fhould  have  been  my  Excufe  to  You 
for  not  entering  into  this  Subjetf  *  but  as  it  is  mix’d 
with  a  perfonal  Concern ,  my  Silence  might  have 
look’d  like  the  Colouring  of  Guilt  only.  I  fhall 
therefore  comply  with  your  Requeil,  deiiring  never 
to  be  engag’d  again  upon  thefe  Subjects  •  tor  W e 
now  fee  enough  to  know  that  He  will  be  the  eafieft 
Englijhman ,  who  can  for  the  future  learn  quietly 
to  fubmit  to  what  He  finds  He  muft  bear-  an 
hard  Leflon  for  a  People ,  bred  and  nurs’d  up  in 
the  Thoughts  of  their  being  the  only  Nation ,  which 
hath  hitherto  maintain’d  its  Liberties .  But  if 
upon  all  Occalions,  publick  as  well  as  private, 
avow'd  and  open  Purchafes  of  the  Favour  of  the 
Crown  are  to  be  the  Way  of  obtaining  what  neither 
Jufiice  nor  Merit  can  otherwife  gain,  fuch  melan¬ 
choly  Reflections  will  naturally  arife. 

It  will  be  unneceflary  to  make  any  other  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  great  Increafe  in  the  Manufacture  of 
fir  on g  Waters  and  Spirits  in  England,  before  his 
Majefty’s  Reign,  than  to  obferve  that  it  had  met 
with  all  poflible  Encouragement  from  the  Legifla - 
tare  for  above  forty  Tears ,  and  was  look’d  upon 
not  only  as  a  great  Increafe  of  Wealth  to  this 
Nation,  by  the  Revenues  it  produc’d,  but  likewife 
in  Point  of  Trade ;  fince  it  prevented  the  fending 
out  fuch  vail  Sums  of  Money  for  French  Brandies , 
which  was  fo  much  complain’d  of  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  II.  But  as  thefe  fort  of  Revenues 
have  always  forpe  Evils  attending  them,  fo  the 

Greatnefs 


Greatnefs  of  this  Revenue  arofe  from  the  exceffive 
Ufe  ot  Spirituous  .Liquors  among!!  the  common 
People ;  which  made  it,  even  at  the  Time  of  the 
granting  it  to  his  prejent  Majefty ,  to  be  aimoft 
equal  in  Produce,  as  well  as  Abufe,  to  what  it  was 
the*  next  Year,  when  a  Daw  pafs’d  for  laying  a 
Duty  upon  compound  Spirits ,  commonly  calVd  Gin , 
&c.  This  was  the  Title  of  the  Aft ;  and  a  Duty 
5  s-  Per  Gallon ,  and  ao  /.  fora  Licence  was  laid 
upon  the  Sellers  of  it.  As  the  Excife  Officers  were 
examind  in  Parliament,  in  Relation  to  this  Adair, 
and  the  known  Name  of  that  dejlruftive  Liquor 
was  then  made  Ufe  of,  it  was  thought  This  would 
have  been  effectual  •  and  the  Defign  of  that  Law 
was  plainly  to  have  gone  farther  than  it  did;  for  the 
Preamble  begins  thus.  “  Whereas  the  drinking  of 
“  Spirits  and  Jlrong  Waters  is  become  very  common 
“  among!!  the  People  of  inferior  Rank ;  and  the 
<c  confhnt  and  exceffive  Ufe  thereof  tends  greatly 
a  to  the  Deltrudion  of  their  Healths,  &c.  And 
“  whereas  it  is  found  by  Experience  that  the 
“  Temptation  to  fuch  licentious  Ufe  of  thefe  per - 
“  vicious  Liquors  is  from  the  Cheapnefs  thereof  ” 
The  Defeat  therefore  of  this  Law  did  not  arife 
from  the  general  Intention  of  the  Legi/lature ,  but 
from  the  enabling  Part ,  by  the  Defcription  of  a 
Liquor ,  which  They  thought  would  have  taken  in 
the  whole .  This  was  evaded  by  another  Spirituous 
Liquor ,  fareaftically  call’d  Parliament  Brandy . 
The  Effed  of  this  Archnefs  was,  that  the  Country 
was  grofly  impos’d  upon,  and  made  to  believe  that 
it  affeded  the  Price  of  their  Corn ;  and  the  greateft 
Number  of  the  Zealots  for  the  prefent  Aft  were 
Thole,  who  were  for  repealing  that  Law ,  aligning 
its  not  being  effeftual  for  their  Motives.  Inflead  of 
This,  I,  ^with  lome  others,  thought  that  the  Aft 
had  fhevv’d  itfelf  ejffieftualy  as  far  as  it  went,  which 
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the  very  Evafton  prov’d,  and  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  wanting  to  make  it  fully  fb,  but  to  extend 
it. 

To  fhew  how  much  Gentlemen  and  People  in  the 
Country  were  impos’d  upon  by  that  Notion ,  feveral 
Accounts  were  call’d  for  from  the  Excife  Office, 
which  made  the  contrary  appear  to  be  true;  for 
the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale ,  for  theTYar  ending  at 
Midfummer  1725,  the  firft  Year’s  Account  then 
call’d  for,  produc’d  1 ,094,5)53  /.  which  declin’d 
every  Year  to  Midfummer  1729;  That  is,  half  a 
Year  before  the  Gin  Aft  took  Place,  and  was  then 
but  963,763  /,  which  is  131,190/.  lefs.  From  that 
Time,  by  the  Effects  of  the  A3,  it  gradually  rofe ;  fo 
that  at  Midfummer  1732,  it  produc’d  1,071,240/. 
which  is  107,477  /.  more  than  it  was  in  the  Year 
that  the  A3  pafs’d. 

The  fame  Obfervations  arife,  concerning  the 
Home  Spirits ,  by  the  Accounts  deliver’d  this  Year 
o i  the  net  Produce  for  the  Year  ending  at  Midfum - 
mer  1725,  which  was  but  88,622/.  and  the  fame 
Produce  for  Midfummer  1729,  was  104,373  /.  which 
was  anlncreafe  upon  the  whole  but  of  15,751  /.  and 
the  Lofs  was  131,190/.  upon  Beer  and  Ale . 

After  the  firft  Fall  by  this  A3 ,  the  Evafion  of  it 
did  not  raife  the  Duty  to  its  former  Height ;  for 
the  Year  ending  at  Midfummer  1731,  was  but 
100,025/.  net  Produce,  which  was  4348/.  lefs 
than  in  the  Year  1729,  whilft  the  Excife  on  Beer 
and  Ale  that  Year  was  107,477/.  more  than  in 
1729;  and  fu rely  every  one  rnuft  have  been  con¬ 
vinc’d,  who  was  willing  to  be  fo,  or  confider’d  any 
Thing  about  it,  that  more  Corn  was  confom’d 
to  produce  107,477/.  on  the  Excife  on  Beer  and 
Ale ,  than  there  could  have  been,  in  any  Degree  of 
Proportion,  to  produce  only  4348  /.  on  the  Duties 
ot  Home-made  Spirits. 


Since 


Since  We  are  upon  this  Article ,  which  requires 
Computation ,  and  Figures  to  prove  EaSfc,  let  us 
go  through  with  it,  that  it  may  not  break  in 
upon  our  Subjed:  too  much  afterwards. 

The  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale  immediately  de¬ 
clined,  upon  the  Repeal  of  this  Ac%  notwith- 
Itanding  a  general  Eletfion  intervened,  which  one 
fhould  have  imagined  would  have  kept  it  up,  and 
produced  .for  the  Year,  ending  at  Midfunwier 
1 735?  but  1,021,370,  /.  which  is  49,870  /.  lefsthan 
the  ¥  ear  the  Gin- Act  was  repeal'd  in.  This  plain¬ 
ly  fhews  what  a  great  Increafe  will  arife  to  the 
0fle ,  as  a  ^°P  is  put  to  the  other .  The  Lofs  of 
the  Ciyil-LiJI  upon  Beer  and  Ale  is  near  one 
half  of  the  whole  Produce  of  131,100  /.  from  the 
Year  1725  t0  That  of  1729*  whilft  its  lhare  of 
Gram  on  the  Home-made  Spirits  for  that  Year  was 
5527  ^  fhare  of  Lofs  from  the  Gin-Atfy 
for  the  Year  1732?  was  but  clcl6j  1.  on  Home¬ 
made  Spirit Sj  whilft  its  Gain  was  near  one  half 

lo7A77  l;  increafed  by  the  Excife  on  Beer  and 
Ale  by  it. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  diftindly  what  Alteration 
the  Atf  had  on  foreign  Brandies  and  Spirits  ;  be- 
caufe  the  whole  Duties  on  them,  for  the  Year 
1721,  produce  but  24,597  l-  and  yet  in  the  Year 
*723>  (after  that  miraculous  and  never-to-be-for¬ 
gotten  high  fide,  which  fb  wonderfully  open'd 
the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk ,  that  French  Brandies 
were  permitted  to  be  imported  from  thence  as 
Fkmijh)  they  produce  70,291  /.  ;  and  fo  great  and 
neceflary  was  our  Efteem  for  the  French ,  as  well 
as  to  give  all  .  poffible  Encouragement  to  our  own 
Dfftillery ,  (which,  it  was  pretended,  wanted  their 
Brandies  to  mix  and  rectify  our  Spirits )  that  a 
Law  pafs  d  to  lower  the  Duties  on  themy  and  to 
make  all  other  foreign  ones  pay  an  equal  Duty  with 


them.  This  occafion’d  fo  extraordinary  an  Import 
ration  of  Flemijh  Brandy ,  before  that  Aft  was  to 
take  Place,  that  the  net  Produce  of  the  Year  1733 
was  312,460  /.  What  an  immenfe  Increafe  is  this 
trom  the  \ear  1721  ?  ^et  great  and  accidental 
as  it  was,  filling  us  with  Stock  tor  Yeais  to  come, 
it  is  valued  into  the  Medium  too,  that  is  given 
the  Civil  Lift.  What  flrange  Fatality  attends  this 
Nation,  that  even  Dunkirk ,  open’d  and  fufferd to 
continue  fo,  with  "V  iews  not  the  molt  favourably  re¬ 
ceived  by  this  Nation,  fhould  be  the  Occafion  of 
our  giving  a  ftanding  Increafe  to  the  Civil  Liji  ?  . 

From  hence  two  things  are  certain  and  plain. 
The  firji  is,  that  as  lefs  Spirituous  Liquors  were 
drunk,  the  more  Beer  and  -‘die  was,  and  confe- 
qucntly  the  more  Corn  was  confumd*  Th cjccond 
is,  that  the  Crown  loll  in  its  Civil  Liji  about 
65,000 /.  a  Year  on  Beer  and  Ale  for  getting 
4548  L  on  Home- Spirits,  beiides  5)739  ^  on  foreign 
Spirits  ;  and  therefore  the  Minifters ,  who  knew 
this  Fad,  and  the  probable  Etfe&s,  which  the  Gin* 
Aft  would  have,  in  this  Refped,  had  more  Mo- 
defly  than  to  think  of  making  the  People  pur- 
chafe  the  Increafe,  that  would  accrue  to  the  Civil 
Liji  by  it  *  for  which  Reafon  there  was  no  Claufe 
in  that  Aft  of  the  fame  Nature  with  That  in  the 

prefent  one,  . 

The  next  Thing  to  be  coniider’d  is  the  Reme¬ 
dy,  that  was  firfl  propofed,  and  the  feveral  Steps, 
which  have  been  taken  to  bring  this  Aft  to  its 
happy  Maturity. 

The  Enormity  of  drinking  Spirituous  Liquors^  was 
now  grown  to  iuch  an  Height,  that  the  Grand 
Juries  of  London ,  Middlefex  and  the  Lower  Hamlets 
made  Presentments  of  it  *  and  a  Report  was  like- 

wife  made  of  it  by  *  his  Majejiy  s  jujlices  of  the* 

Peac& 

.  . - — ■* 

*  DiflilN  Spirituous  Liauors  the  Bane  of  the  Nation  iff.  f ■  <&• 

App. 


Peace  at  Hick’s- Hall,  The  Turn  oi  them  alJ 
feems  to  expreis  only  a  Want  of  fufficient  Power 
in  the  Magijirates  for  preventing  this  Evil .  'I  hat 
of  the  JuJlices  fays,  there  were  4939  licenfed,  and 
2x05  unlicenfed  Houles,  where  thefe  Liquors  are 
fold.- — —  “  ^  Should  it  be  objected,  fay  fhey, 
CL  why  are  thefe  fufler’d  by  the  Magijirates  to  go 

u  unpunilEd  ? - Let  it  be  anfwer’d,  that  whilll 

“  They  have  a  Fund,  as  is  generally  imagined, 
a  to  fupport  Themfeives,  and  the  Expence  ot  de- 
u  fending  every  Conviction  lies  on  the  Magi - 

u  Jlrate  &c. - 'Now,  there  are  two  Claufes  in  the 

prefent  Aft,  the  ojie  fettling  a  Form  for  a  Convicti¬ 
on,  and  the  other  making  the  Excifeman  s  En¬ 
tries  in  his  Book  to  be  admitted  as  Evidence 
againft  a  Vender.  This  is  itrengthening  the  Hands 
of  the  Jnflices ;  and  had  thefe  two  Claufes  been 
added  to  the  former  A3,  revived  and  extended 
to  the  Retail  of  all forts  of  Spirituous  Liquors  what- 
foever ,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  would  have 
been  cfle&ual  to  tfofe  Evils ,  which  only  are  the 
Grounds  of  Complaint ;  but  in  dead  of  That,  the 
fame  knowing  Spirit,  which  would  be  contented 
with  nothing  but  repealing  the  former  Law ,  would 
now  be  contented  with  nothing  but  a  total  Prohi¬ 
bition  of  the  life  of  all  Spirituous  Liquors, in  any  Shape . 

It  was  natural  to  have  believed  that  the  ^Expe¬ 
rience,  which  We  have  already  had,  in  this  Calc,  of 
the  EfTe&s  of  a  warm  Imagination,  heated  with 
Zeal  for  the  Sale  of  the  Produce  of  our  Lauds., 
would  at  leaft  have  made  us  conlider  the.  Affair 
with  more  Goolnefs  and  Candour,  were  it  only 
for  Fear  of  falling  into  the  fame  Errors.  In- 
ftcad  of  That,  Yuch  was  the  Warmth, .  fuch 
the  Cry,  that  no  Remedy  could  be  patiently 
confider’d  but  That,  which  is  the  moft  ’violent, 
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and  fj-rjr  propcfed.  Fiufh’d  with  Succefs,  and 
not  being  oppofed  in  this  firit  righteous  EG 
fay,  They  thought  it  impofSble  that  there  fhould 
be  any  Fallibility  in  any  Part  ot  fo  well-intended 
a  Scheme*  but  no  fooner  had  the  Committee  of 
the  Houfe  come  to  thofc  Rcfolutions,  upon  which 
the  Bill  was  founded,  but  a  certain  honourable 
Gentleman  defired  They  might  lit  again,  before 
They  made  any  Report.  Hcjuflly  exprefe'd  his 
Opinion,  that  the  be  ft  Way  to  remedy  this  Grievance 
would  be  by  reviving  and  pudding  the  Defign  ot 
the  AC,  that  was  io  lately  repeal'd  *  but  iince  He 
perceived  the  Bent  of  the  Houfe ,  it  would  be  nc- 
ccflary  to  confider  of  lomc  new  Taxes ,  to  replace 
the  Lofs,  which  the  public#.  Funds  would  fuftain, 
at  the  fame  Time  *  and  that  they  ought  to  go 
Hand  in  Hand  •  for  if  one  fhould  be  now  obtain'd 
without  the  other,  it  might  be  difficult  to  periuade 
Gentlemen  hereafter  to  come  into  the  giving  of  new 
faxes  to  replace  it  *  and  fuch  was  the  joy,  upon 
the  Propped  of  being  able  to  purchafe  this  Ady 
that  nothing  was  thought  ot  but  new  faxes  ;  and 
Thole  on  Luxury ,  as  feveral  Things  on  that 
Head  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  former  Part 
of  the  Seffion,  were  uppermoil  in  every  Man's 
Thoughts.  The  other  Part  ot  the  honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman's  Speech,  for  reviving  the  old  Ad,  pafs'd 
unheeded  and  had  no  Weight,  An  Incident  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  Nature  had,  no  Doubt,  its  Efied 
upon  Him;  tor  whenWe  next  went  into  the  Commit - 
tee,  in  He  ad  of  any  new  faxes ,  as  was  expeded, 
on  Luxury y  (which  would  have  made  the  Rich  pay 
•or  what  was  thus  thought  to  be  loll  by  reforming 
the  Poor  )  We  were  furprized  with  a  long,  labori¬ 
ous  Account,  full  of  infinite  Knowledge,  to  fhew 
what  Part  of  the  public k  Debts  had  a  Share  in 
the  Produce  ot  thefs  Duties^  and  three  Funds  were 

named, 
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nam’d,  "  which  together  amounted  to  96,711/. 
per  Annum.  The  'Civil  Lift ,  you  may  be  fare, 
was  not  forgot.  Its  Share  of  this  Duty  was  call'd 
07,000  L  per  Annum.  It  was  like  wife  own'd  , 
that  there  would  probably  be  an  Xncreafe  upon 
the  Brewery ,  by  putting  a  flop  to  this  extravagant 
ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  ;  but  as  what  That  might 
be  was  uncertain,  the  Civil  Lift  Share  ought  to 
be  now  provided  for  *  and  it  any  Incrcafe  did 
arife  upon  the  Beer  and  Ah ,  We  might  call  for 
it  two  or  three  Year  hence,  that  the  publick  might 
have  it  in  Return .  It  mull  be  remember'd  here  that; 
the  laft  Words  were  repeated  iis  Affurances,  upon 
the  Report ,  by  two  other  honourable  Gentlemen ,  greatly 
concern’d  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs .  I  no 

End  of  This  was,  that'  the  Committee  came  to  a 
Refoiution,  that  all  the  Duties,  which  Jhould  arife 
from  Brandy,  Spirits,  and  the  Licences,  jhould  be 
carry* 4  to  the  aggregate  Fund,  and  that  it  ftrould 
make  good  any  Deficiencies  to  the  publick  ones, 
which  were  concern  d  in  thefe  Duties,  and  likewife 
pay  an  annual  Sum  to  the  Civil  Lift  for  its  Share 
This  put  a  Hop  to  the  Unanimity,  which  had  long^ 
relgr/d  upon  this  Subject,  open  cl  the  Eyes  pi 
many,  and  made  the  Bill  to  be  confider  d  in- 
tirely  in  a  different  Light.  'This  Propcftfiou  was 
debated  again,  upon  the  Report  \  and  the  honour a~ 
hie  Gentleman  allured  the  Houle  that  the  Medium 
,  fhould  not  be  fix’d  at  the  high  eft ,  but  that  the 
Bill  fhould  be  brought  in  with  a  Blank  for  that 
Party  Ho  as  to  admit  of  a  more  free  and  ferious 
Coniideration  •  yet  notwithftanding  i  his  was  the 
Strife  and  Debate  of  the  Houfe ,  the  Bill  was 
brought  in  with  a  fix  d  Medium,  whicn  was  from 
the  Time  of  his  Majefty* s  Acccjfton  to  the  Throne 
to  Midfummer  laft  \  fo  that  all  the  b  reedom  and  ten¬ 
ons  Confideration,  that  was  defign'd  to  be  left 
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the  Houfe,  was  to  call  up  the  Produce  of  thole 
eight '  Tears,  when  the  Evil  was  at  its  greateft 
Height,  then  divide  it  by  8,  and  fill  up  the  Blank 
with  that  Sum,  as  a  farther  lucreafe  to  the  Civil 
Lift*  -l  his  was  not  the  only  extraordinary  Thing 
ot  that  Day  •  for  the  Bill  was  ufher'd  in  by  a 
\  cry  unparliamentary  Mefiagc  from  the  Grown  * 
in  which  his  Majefty  acquainted  Us,  that  He  gave 
Us  his  Confent  to  do  as  \Ve  pleafed  in  this 
Affair,  The  Wifdom  of  Parliament,  to  prevent 
th^ii  too  ealily  granting  publick  Favours,  or  public k 
Money,  to  private  Perfons ,  have  made  it  a  ftanding 
Order,  that  no  Buis  oj  thofe  Kinds  fhall  be  brought 
ni,  before  his  Majeffy  hath  been  apply’d  to,  and 
his  Confent  iignify'd  to  the  Houfe.  If  this  Act 
thercloie  is  to  be  conhder'd  as  a  private  Boon, 
or  Favour,'  fuch  a  Me  ft  age  was  neceiiary  •  but  if 
otherwife,  it  is  ftill  more  extraordinary  :  nor  is 
the ic  any  Precedent  ot  this  Nature.  It  is  true, 
the  Bill  wanted  fomething  of  the  ufual  Form,  by 
which  Money  is  granted ;  That  is,  it  fhould  at 
Icait  be  ask  d  for ,  that  the  Commons  might  be 
thank  d  for  it ;  inftcad  ot  which,  there  had  been 
no  Demand  from  the  Crown  ;  but  the  Meffage 
and  the  Bill  came  together  •  by  which  if  was 
well  under itood  to  what  the  Crown  gave  its  Con¬ 
fent.  But  what  farther  Deligns  were  in  it,  is 
not  fo  certain.  Tt  had  the  .Appearance,  at  firfi, 
a.?  .it  it  was  efiablifhing  a  new  P reccdent,  by 
which  the  Commons  would  be  hinder'd  from  redl¬ 
ining  any  Grievances,  which  affeded  the  Profit  of 
tjf  ft  own  ever  fo  little,  unlels  They  came  to  Re- 
fol ut ions,  at  the  fame  j  ime,  to  give  a  very  valua- 
bleConftderation  for  it,  before  the  Bill  fhould  be 
i urlc  i  d  to  be  brought  in.  This  would  certainly 
tend  very  much  to  the  Deflrudion  of  the  Liber¬ 
ties  and  Privileges  of  Parliament ;  but  We  have 
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fince  the  Plcafurc  of  feeing  that  This  is  not  yet 
to  be  a  Handing  Rule,  but  fometimes ,  and  as  Occa - 
fion  requires ,  as  the  Perfon  argu’d,  when  We 
firft  began  to  take  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  Service  of  the  Tear  *  which  is  now  become  fo 
habitual,  that  it  is  every  Year' s  Supply. 

Were  it  not  that  thefe  fort  of  Precedents  were 
of  a  growing  Nature,  (efpecially  as  all  modern 
ones  are  allow'd  to  be  the  bed,  and  only  fit  ones 
to  be  follow’d,  as  was  aflerted  in  fome  late  De¬ 
bates  )  there  would  be  the  greater  Comfort  in  ob- 
ferving  that  the  Aft  for  pardoning  People ,  concern'd 
in  Running  Goods ,  and  for  preventing  it  for  the 
future ,  had  no  Meffage ,  nor  Confederation  given  to 
the  Civil  Lift  for  it ,  though  it  is  an  Aft,  which 
required  both  as  much  as  the  other  ;  for  among# 
the  Revenues  granted  his  Ma jelly  for  his  Civil 
Lift,  the  Seizures  of  run  Goods  make  a  diflind: 
Branch,  and  for  Tea  alone  produced,  for  the  Year 
1727,  but  12,957  Pounds  Weight,  and  for  the 
Year  1735,  71,8dpi,  which  fliews  This  to  have 

been  an  increafeng  Revenue,  at  the  Time  of  gran¬ 
ting  it,  as  well  as  the  Duties  on  Spirits  and  Brandies . 
His  Majelly  therefore  hath  as  much  a  Right  to 
fuch  Increafe,  or  a  Confederation  for  it,  as  He  had 
in  the  other  Cafe.  Nor  can  the  Argument  here 
be  of  greater  Weight  than  in  the  other ;  that 
what  He  lofes  by  Seizures  will  be  amply  fup- 
ply’d  by  his  Share  in  the  Increafe  on  Cuftoms . 
But  as  the  greatell  Part  of  thefe  Seizures  arifes  from 
Tea,  and  as  this  Bill  was  introduced  by  a  Com¬ 
plaint  from  the  Dealers  in  that  Commodity  ;  it 
ought  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Civil  Life  Share  is 
a  very  'Trifle,  in  Coinparifon  of  the  whole  Duty  ; 
for  it  hath  but  a  Part  of  the  Produce  of  the 
Cuftoms,  the  4  .f.  per  Pound  belonging  intirely  to 
the  PubJick  ;  nor  %  is  it  polhble,  though  an  entire 
'  ’  Hop 
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flop  fhould  be  put  to  the  Running ,  that  its  fharc 
of  that  Duty  fhould  produce  what  it  does  by 
Seizures  now.  Is  it  not  therefore  furprizing  to 
fee  that,  when  a  certain  Deer  cafe  is  apparent,  no 
Care  is  taken  to  fupply  it,  nor  any  Demand  made 
of  that  Nature ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  where  a 
certain  1 acre  a fe  is  to  arife  to  the  Civil  Lift,  it  is  to 
be  purchas'd  too  ?  What  can  be  theReafcns  ior  this 
different  Manner  of  ading  ?  Was  it  out  of Modejly? 
Or  were  forne-  Fergus  fatiated  with  the  bountiful 
Increafe  already  given  ?  Or  was  it  to  teach  Us  that, 
when  private  Aden  pretend  to  redrefs  Grievances ; 
the  Nation  mull  pay  for  it ;  and  that  the  Popularity 
of  doing  it  without  was  reftrvkl  to  : Them  alone  ?  — * 
A  bad  and  il!-natard  Minijler  might  hereafter  be 
pleafed  with  dipping  Thofc ,  who  had  complain'd  of 
former  extraordinary  Grants  to  the  Crown ,  and  take 
the  Opportunity  of  a  mifguided  Zeaf  not  only  to 
expefe  Them,  but  to  make  his  particular  Court  to 
the  Crown ,  and  if  poffible  to  the  People  too. — -But 
to  return  to  our  prefent,  and  more  immediate 
Confederation. 

Up  on  the  Affurances,  which  had  been  given, 
that  if  the  Brewery  produc’d  more  by  this  Altera - 
tiou ,  the  Publick  fhould  have  it  *  feme  Gentlemen , 
who  were  equally  unwilling  that  the  Crown  fhould 
either  get,  or  loft  any  Thing  by  the  Redrefs  of 
this  Grievance ,  thought  the  juft  eft  and  faireft 
Method  would  be  to  take  the  Medium  of  the  whole 
hereditary  and  temporary  Excife ,  ( the  Duties  on 
Brandies  and  Spirits  being  but  one  Branch  of  it ) 
’during  his  Majcftys  Reign ,  and  fix  That  for  the 
Sum  to  be  annually  paid  out  of  the  aggregate  Fund, 
With  this  View,  fome  Accounts  were  mov’d  to  be 
call’d  for  ^  which  wgs  refufed,  though  thofe  very 
Accounts  were  afterwards  found  to  be  in  the  Rotifer 
arid  rcfefd  to  the  Committee  upon  the  Bill  in  theft 
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Circumstances,  nothing  could  be  more  reafonable 
than  filch  a  Propo/ition ;  for  ii  the  Duties  on  Spirits 
and  Brandies  were  to  be  taken  away  from  that 
Fund)  and  the  hicreafe  of  the  Brewery  accountable 
for,  the  other  f 'mall  Branches  remaining  were  fo 
very  trifling,  that  they  deferred  no  Coni  ide  rati  on  ^ 
m d  It  was  juft  to  the  Publich  that  the  fame  Act \ 
which  fix'd  the  Medium  for  the  S 'pints ,  Should 
Iccure  their  Right  to  the  Profits  of  the  Brewery ,  ira 
Return.  This  forced  a  Dificovery  of  what,  perhaps, 
was  before  defigrfd  to  be  conceal’d  *  for  it  was  laid, 
in  Anfwer  to  it,  that  thefe  Revenues  were  given  to 
his  Majefty  without  Account  y  and  that 'i  his  would 
be  making  them  accountable  *  that  it  was  not  to  be 
expected,  at  this  Time,  that  We  fhotild  be  leffen y 
ing  the  Civil  Lift  Revenues ,  when,  coniidering  what 
would  foon  happen,  We  might  rather,  exped  a 
.Demand  for  an  hicreafe ,  but  That,  idCe  could  ai- 
fure  Us,  would  not  be. 

How  it  was  poffible  this  Proportion  could  be  for 
lejjening  the  Revenue ,  h  not  ealily  conceived,  yin- 
lets  We  call  to  Mind  the  famous  115,00c/.  given 
for  Arrears ,  from,  whence  We  may  form  Pome 
Notions  of  the  Profits,  that  .may  anfe  from  a 
Revenue ?s  being  Unaccountable ,  though  fome  Gen + 
tlemen  wrere  not  wanting  in  their  Teal  and  Care 
ior  that  favourite  Revenue  ;  notwithftandiing  which 
They  are  every  Year  telling  us,  that  it  is  far 
fliort  in  its  Produce  of  800,000/.  per  Annum, 
though  They  have  never  fixiec  made  any  Demand 
for  the  Deficiencies ;  not  that  We  are  to  fuppofe 
that  it  is  fupply'Y  by  the  Revenues  being  unac 

countable.  ,  t 

As  to  what  is  hinted  at,  relating  to  the  happy 
Nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs ,  it  is  a  fort  ox  tacit 
Acknowledgment  that  there  was  a  Defign  or.  in» 

creating  the  Civil  Lift  by.  this  A&  *  bat  that  k 
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fhould  be  with  this  View,  and  in  this  Manner,  was 
to  Me  of  all  Things  the  molt  fhocking;  for  if  We 
conlider  the  Humanity,  Courtefy  and  Generofity 
of  bis  Royal  Highnefs ,  nothing  could  be  more 
grating  to  his  Temper  and  Honour,  than  that  his 
Subiiftence  fhould  be  taken  cut  of  the  Purchafc- 
Money  ot  an  AS,  for  preventing  the  total  Dejlruc- 
tion  of  the  common  People  *  cfpecially,  when  We 
conlider  that  the  Reafon  for  giving  fo  large  a  Civil 
Lijl  was  for  making  an  honourable  Provifton  for  all 
the  Royal  Family  y  and  that  ioo,coo  /.  a  Year  wras 
delignd  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  out  of  it,  as  his 
prefent  Majejly  had,  when  He  was  Prince  of  Wales . 
This  will  plainly  appear,  if  We  relied:  on  what 
pafs’d  at  the  Time  of  granting  the  So® ,000/.  a 
Tear .  His  Majefty,  in  his  firft  Speech,  fays, 
“  being  perfuaded  that  the  Experience  of  pajl 
a  Tunes,  and  a  due  Regard  to  the  Honour  and 
u  Dignity  of  the  Crown ,  will  prevail  upon  You  to 
a  give  this  firifc  Proof  of  your  Zeal  and  Af- 
a  fedion” —  His  late  Majejly  had  but  700,000  /.  a 
Year  for  the  Civil  Lijl •  out  of  which  100, coo/, 
was  paid  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  had  belides, 
during  his  Reign,  300,000  /.  from  the  two  Infu - 
ranee  Companies ,  and  1, coo, coo/,  from  the  Civil 
Lift  Lottery •  which  amounts  to  juft  ico,ooo/.  a 
Year  more,  during  his  whole  Reign,  and  is  that 
pajl  Experience ,  for  which  We  had  fo  great  a  Re¬ 
gard  as  to  give  his  prefent  Majejly  100,000/.  a 
Year  more.  This  demonftrates  that  100,000  /. 
wras  to  be  continued  to  be  paid  the  Prince  of  Wales  • 
and  if  He  hath  not  had  it  hitherto,  nobody  ought 
to  doubt  that  He  will  foon  have  the  whole ,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  defign'd  Grant  of  the  People ,  lince  for 
that  Coniideration  fo  large  a  Revenue  was  given  ; 
nor  are  We  to  dcfpair  of  feeing  proper  Care  taken 
of  her  Royal  Highnefs ,  the  Prince  fsy  and  that  a 
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Bill  will  be  brought  in,  at  leaf!,  the  next  Sefliotb 
though  it  was  not  in  This,  for  eftablifhing  a  Re¬ 
venue  upon  Her,  it  lire  fhould  happen  to  furvive 
his  Royal  Highnefts  \  for  This  is  what  was  early 
provided,  with  Rcfpect  to  her  prefect  Majejly  ♦  and 
I  do  not  remember  that  it  was  put  off  for  a  Year, 
with  the  Compliment  of  a  Naturalization-Bill ,  or 
that  any  fuch  was  ever  made  Her  •  though  now  it 
ought  certainly  to  be  efleem'd  equal  in  Honour  to 
the  making  of  a  good  Settlement  or  Jointure. 

When  We  came  into  the  Committee ,  upon  this 
Bill ,  fome  Alterations  were  made,  and  the  Blanks 
fill'd  up  in  a  Manner  not  intirely  approv'd  of 
When  We  came  to  That  for  fixing  the  Medium , 
for  which  the  Civil  Lift  was  to  be  paid,  Thofte  in 
the  Miniftry  moved  that  it  fhould  he  70,000  /.  a 
Year.  Other  Gentlemen ,  who  declar'd  Thcmfelves 
to  be  againft  the  whole  Claufte ,  as  unneceflary,  and 
fhould  chiefly  debate  upon  that  Head ,  yet  as  it 
was  neceflary,  in  Point  of  Form,  to  fill  up  that 
Blank ,  They  propofed  the  Sum  of  43,000/.  not 
only  becaufe  it  was  a  lefts  Sum ,  and  confcquently 
the  People  would  not  be  fuch  Lofers  by  the  All ; 
but  as  it  was  plain  that  the  Civil  Lift  would  get  by 
it,  as  hath  been  already  fliewn,  though  nothing  was 
given  for  the  Pur  chafe  of  it  3  yet  if  a  Value  was  to 
be  fix'd  on  its  Produce,  it  ought  to  be  That  of  the 
Jeven  Tears  before  his  Majejly  s  Accefjfton ,  as  being  the 
fairefl  Manner  of  computing  what  that  Parliament 
defign’d  to  give  it  for,  and  not  from  the  very 
extraordinary  Increafte ,  which  requir'd  the  preftent 
Remedy .  Nay,  the  Evil  was  great  at  the  very 
Time  of  granting  it  to  Him  \  for  the  Home- 
Spirits  produced  about  as  much  as  they  did  in 
the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  when  the  Abufe  only 
was  deiign'd  to  be  as  efiedtually  remedy'd  as  it 
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ought  to  be  now;  and  even  there  nothing  was 
allow’d  in  Confide  ration  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  io  fen- 
fible  was  the  Minijler,  at  that  i  ime,  that  it 
would  be  a  Benefit  to  thofe  Revenues ,  as  appears^ 
plainly  by  the  State  of  them,  at  the  Beginning  of 
this  Letter  ;  nor  can  it  be  imputed  to  Him  as  any 
Neglecd,  or  Want  of  a  proper  Concern  tor  thofe 
Revenues ,  when  We  coniider  that  d  his  pafs  d  at 
the  fame  Time  that  the  memorable  115^00/. 
was  obtain’d  for  Arrears ;  an  Article,  that  never 
was  cxccll’d  by  any  d  hing  but  dfthis.  1  hat  might 
be  charged  and  owing  to  the  Dexterity  oi' forne 
Rerfons ;  whilft  d  his  is  paying  for  preferving  the 
People  to  conlume  other  Commodities ,  which 
produce  a  greater  Incrcafe  to  thofe  Revenues . 

dTe  Debate  upon  this  Point  held  too  long  to 
admit  of  any  farther  againft  the  whole  Claufe  the 
fame  Night;  but  d’hat  was  done  upon  the  Report , 
and  another  Proportion  was  made,  by  which  it  was 
impofiible  that  his  Majefty  could  be  a  Lofer ; 
and,  though  a  Gainer,  not  in  fo  great  a  Degree 
as  by  the  prefent  one.  This  was  by  fettling  it 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  if,  in  any  one  Year, 
the  whole  hereditary  and  temporary  Ex cife  had 
fallen  fhort  of  what  they  produced  upon  the 
Medium  of  his  Majejly  s  Reign  hitherto,  Wc 
might  by  the  Aft  have  been  obliged  to  complcat 
it  to  that  Sum ,  as  We  arc  in  the  Cafe  ot  the 
whole  800, oco/.  a  Year;  by  which  Means  no 
Lofs  could  poffibly  accrue  to  Him,  and  He 
would  have  had  his  Share  of  the  lucreafe ,  which 
was  all  He  was  then  intitled  to.  This  was  like- 
wile  refilled. 

Another  Claufe  was  offer’d  for  excepting  Punch , 
under  proper  Regulations,  which  was  alfp  rc- 
iedied. 

i  It 
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It  was  afterwards  mov’d  to  make  this  Law  tem¬ 
porary  which  was  withdrawn  upon  the  Argument 
of  a  Gentleman  in  a  confiderable  Employment ,  who 
obferved  how  unneceffary  it  was,  tincc  the  AJ 
muft  certainly  be  repeal’d  in  a  Year  or  two. 

Having  thus  net  only  given  You  an  Account 
of  the  Proceedings,  but  many  Obfervations  upon 
this  AB,  I  Aral l  be  the  fhorrer  in  offering  my 
Reafons  why  I  was  at  laft  intirely  againft  it. 

In  the  firft  Place,  I  think  it  too  violent  a 
Remedy  for  an  Evil,  which  might  probably  have 
been  cured  without  a  certain  Definition  oj  jo 
many  thoafand  Families  as  This  mult  Occahon, 
belides  the  Sugar  Colonies.  Ihe  lafi  A3  was 
effectual,  as  far  as  it  went ;  and  the  Scheme  o 
That  is  founded  upon  thel'e  Words  of  the  Pre¬ 
amble,  which  fay  ;  “  that  the  I  emptation  to  luch 
“  licentious  Ufe  ot  thefe pernicious 'Liquors is  iiom 
“  the  Cheapnefs  thereof”  — As  Ihis  is  ftill  un¬ 
deniably  true,  the  belt  Method  would  have  been 
to  have  follow’d  that  At,  and  laid  Such  a  1  uty^ 
only  as  would  have  put  it  above  the  Reach  ot 
the  lowcfi  of  the  People ,  and  to  hare  try  d  this 
Method,  by  extending  the  former  A6t  to  all  forts 
of  Spirituous  Liquors  fold  by  Retail.  .  It  I  us 
fhould  have  been  found,  upon  Experience,  ^  not 
to  be  Efficient,  it  might,  at  another  Time,  have 
been  carry’d  ftill  farther;  and  by  thae  Means, 
the  Ruin  of  fo  many  Thoufands  would  not  have 
been  fo  certain;  at  leaft,  without  firft  trying 
whether  it  was  neceffary,  or  not,  for  the  ire- 
fervation  of  the  whole.  Can  any  Thing  be  more 
melancholy  than  to  hear  and  read  of  the  Delpair, 
to  which  Numbers  are  already  reduced,  tor  the 
Gratification  of  fome  Perfons  in  taking  the  moft 
violent  Remedy  firft?  In  Politicks,  as  well  as  in 
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Suk  People,  the  harfheft  Remedies  ought  always 
to  be  the  'aft.  Nobody  would  for  a  cut  Finger 
immediately  order  an  Ann  to  be  cut  off  Yet  in 
tijis  Calc,  the  Plantations ,  our  own  Difl tilery, 
and  every  Thing  of  that  Nature  was  not  Yuffefd 
to  meet  with  any  Confederation  whatever.  May 
not  a  proper  Degree  of  the  Confumption  of  Rum, 
Sugar,  and  our  own  Spirits  be  not  only  right,  but 
beneficial  to  the  Nation  ?  This  A3  will  not’  alter 
the  Natuie  ol  Men,  nor  make  Them  more  dober* 
but  as  it  puts  one  Sort  of  Liquor,  by  its  Deaynefs’ 
out  ot  thcii  Reach,  it  drives  Them  to  another 
within  their  Compads.  Beer  and  Alt  will  be  the 
Confumption  od  1  hole,  who  could  go  no  higher 
than  Drams-,  but  the  middling  fort  of  People,  who 
made  ule  ot  thefe  Spirituous  Liquors  in  Punch 
will  probably  fill  to  drinking  of  Wine ,  in  fome’ 
Degrees,  more  than  They  do  at  predent?  Will 
That  fuit  either  their  Pockets,  or  their  Health 
better?  That  compound  Wine,  which  is  the  gel 
ncral  Draught  of  the  Kingdom,  is  certainly  in 
its  Nature  as  pernicious  a  Liquor  as  Punch,  if 
not  more  fo.  It  is  not  to  be  expefted  that’ the 
Bent  ot  the  People  of  this  Nation  to  live  above 
their  Ci.rcumltanccs  will  be  reform’d  by  this  A3  ■ 
and  it  is  to  be  fear’d  that  Farmers  and  Tradefmen 
who  are  to  tall  into  a  more  cxpenlive  Falhion,  will 
be  the  Ids  aolc  to  pay  their  Rent,  or  iublild  even 
as  1  hey  do  at  prelcnt. 

Our  Sugar  Colonics,  whofe  deplorable  State  hath 
do  often  brought  them,  of  late  Years,  under  the 
Coniideration  of  Parliament,  will  in  all  Prolvi- 
bility  be  totally  ruin’d  by  it.  They  could 
icarcc  fupport  1  hcmfelves  before,  with  the  Af- 
lillance,  which  the  LegijDture  had  already  given 
I  hem  ^  and  fuch  was  their  Condition  at  this 
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Time,  that  They  had  Reafon  to  expcd  the  firfl 
'T  hing  the  Parliament  would  have  done,  this 
Seffion,  would  have  been  to  enter  into  Coniidera- 
tions  tor  their  Support  and  Encouragement  •  for  it 
■  ins  put  oh  !ail  tear,  that  Papers  and  Accounts , 
which  were  thought  wanting,  might  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  this  Seffion.  Inftead  of  This,  to 
what  aie  i  her  now  reduced  ?  I  he  Confumption 
ot  Rum ,  which  is  fo  confiderable  an  Arcicfe  to 
f  hem,  as  alone  enables  Them  to  fubiilt  under 
the  low  Price ,_  for  which  They  have  of  late 
>  cars  told  them  Sugar ,  is  not  only  prevented 
by  all  poffible  Endeavours  here,  but  even  Sugar 
i  tic  If  mutt  be  much  Ids  ufed  than  ever. 

i  lie  Importance  ot  thofe  Places  hath  been  very 
much  conlider’d  of  late  Years ;  and  the  Lofs  to 
this  Nation  in  the  Eallance  of  Trade ,  by  the 
French  falling  into  the  Sugar  Trade ,  and  felling  it 
to  other  Countries  cheaper  than  We  can  afford, 
hath  already  been  Efficiently  felt.  But  this  A3 
will  go  farther,  and  render  Them  utterly  unable 
to  purchafe,  or  obtain  that  vaft  Quantity  of 
Goods  and  Manufactures,  with  which  their  Mother 
Country  hath  hitherto  fo  profitably  fupply’d  them. 
They  will  become  of  themfelves  defolatc  and  for- 
fit k en  ^  not  need  v\  e  then  be  under  anv  Appre— 
henfions  of  the  Spaniards ,  or  the  French  taking* 
them,  as  We  have  been  of  late  Years  ;  for  were 
th'-y  even  to  1  y  e  uncultivated,  the  Advantage  to 
th'~  Ficncu,  in  the  Piice  of. their  Sugars*  mi°*ht  be 
ffimoft  equal  to  their  poffeffing  them.  Can  this 
IN  anon  poffibly  fubfift  long  under  that  Lofs,  and 
mult  not  fuch  a  Stop  of  the  Circulation  of  Trade 

be  loon  terribly  felt  by  the  Mamifatfarers  of  this 
Kingdom  r 

I 
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I  have  always  look’d  upon  Scotland  as  the  wife? 
provident  and  ever-getting  Part  of  the  Nation  .t 
who  fo  happily  underhand  their  own  Inter  eft ?  as  well 
as  Power,  that  T  hey  commonly  exempt  Themfeives 
from  fome  Share  of  the  Heines  We  pay?  and  ma¬ 
nage  what  They  do  pay  fo  well?  as  not  to  let  it 
be  brought  into  this  Kingdom?  not vvithffand ing 
the  many  Laws?  that  are  enacted  for  paying  it 
here.  They  have  conlider’d  this  Art  in  the  lame 
fagacious  Light?  and  have  got  a  Glaufc  .added  to 
it?“  which  intirely  exempts  Them  from  the  new 
Duties  and  Licenftng .  I  he  Rcafons  aflign  d  for 
it  were?  that  without  it  they  fhould^  not  know 
what  to  do  with  their  had  Corn,  It  That  was 
true?  the  fame  fort  of  Arguments  muff  have  their 
Weight  here  ?  and  Purely  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Healths  of  the  People  of  Scotland  ought  to  be 
as  much  our  Care  as  of  Thofe  in  England Or 
were  They  only  wifer  than  Mr?  in  not  fuflering 
fuch  a  dangerous  Experiment  to  be  try’d  in  that 

Part  of  the  Kingdom  ? 

There  is  another  Part  of  the  Art,  from  which  it 
might  have  been  thought?  perhaps?  that  this  Clan ft 
would  have  exempted  Them  ?  I  mean  where  it  is 
enabled  that  all  the  Duties  and  Monies ?  which 
are  raifed  on  Spirituous  Liquors  &c.  ihall  be  paid 
into  the  aggregate  Fund.  Now?  if  I  his  is  ftribtly 
perform’d,  fome  Money  muft  be  brought  from 
Scotland  ?  which  at  prefent?^  perhaps  may  be 
thought  much  better  divided.  this?  I  lay?  mult 
be  the  Cafe?  if  the  Law  is  put  in  Execution  ; 
for  the  Parts?  from  which  They  have  taken  io 
much  Care  to  exempt  Themfelves?  are  only  the 
Licence-Money  and  the  ao  s.  per  Gallon  on  Aqua 
ViU  only.  This  is  fo  effentiai  an  Article  with 
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forne  People  that  it  will  foon  give  occafion  for  a- 
mending  and  explaining  the  Aft. 

It  was  very  obfervable  how  the  Diipolition  ot 
feveral  Perfons,  who  had  Deiigns  of  making 
’This  a  good  Aft,  wrere  alter'd  by  the  Debates 
againft  giving  any  Thing  to  the  Civil  Lift  for 
it.  As  it  was  lhewn  that  We  gave  nothing  for 
the  loft  Aft,  fo  if  This  fhould  do  no  more  than 
was  defignd  by  the  l aft ,  there  could  be  no  Prer 
tence  for  pur  chafing  it  *  fo  that  the  more  violent 
the  Thing  was,  the  better  Colour  it  was  thought 
for  what  was  ask'd,  and  that  it  would  like  wife 
make  it  the  more  necelTary  to  explain  and  a- 
mend  it  hereafter;  for  notwithftanding  fo  much 
was  faid  about  repealing  it  foon,  there  is  no  De- 
pcndance  to  be  -placed  on  it,  when  We  confider 
that  if  it  fhould  be  repeal'd,  the  Civil  Lift  will  lofe 
the  vaft  Increafe  it  gets  by  it ;  and  Experience 
fhews  Us,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  ever-memorable  Pot- 
Aft,  what  We  are  to  expebt  in  this  Cafie  too* 
That  was  a  Duty  laid  upon  the  Vi  ft  nailers 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  upon  a  Petition 
from  them,  defiring  a  Law  to  hinder  Them 
from  fending  out  their  Pots.  This  was  ridicu¬ 
lous  in  itfelf ;  but  the  Motive,  that  induced 
Them  to  come  into  it,  was  from  an  Underfun¬ 
ding  They  had  that  if  They  paid  this  'Tax,  They 
fhould  be  exempted  from  the  Burthen  of  Quarter¬ 
ing  Soldiers .  The  Petition  obtain'd.  There  was  no 
Danger  that  They ,  or  their  Fellow-Traders,  fhould  be 
heard  againfl  the  Bill,  if  They  found  Themfeives 
impofed  upon  ;fince  the  modern  Practice  is  foltrong 
and  very  ufeful,  in  not  hearing  Petitioners  againit 
a  Money-Bill ;  and  therefore  it  is  lefs  furprizing 
that  Thofe,  who  were  concern'd  in  the  Sugar- 
Colonics,  were  not  heard  this  Yean  This  Law, 
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for  which  the  Victuallers  paid  fo  dearly,  was 
found  to  be  very  detrimental  to  their  Trade, 
and  therefore  '!  hey  have  fince  had  fo  much 
juihee  done  Them  as  to  have  that  Part  of  the 
Atf  which  prevented  Them  from  fending  out 
their  Pots,  repeal’d,  that  They  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  pay  the  Tax,  which  was  flill 
continued  upon  Them.  This  alone  was  fuffici¬ 
ent  to  incline  Me  to  be  againfl  a  Bill,  which  had 
20  itrong  an  Appearance  of  the  Want  of  future 
Amendments  and  Explanations  •  efpecially  if  it 
iliould  be  thought  to  have  been  form’d  in  this 
Manner,  tor  no  other  Reafon  than  to  add  farther 
Burthens  upon  the  People,  by  obtaining  an  In- 
crealc  to  the  Givi l  Lift.  Let  us  coniider  that 
if  the  Art  fhould  want  future  Alterations  in  the 
moderating  Part,  how  cruel  it  is  to  ruin  lb  many 
1  houfands,  and  deflroy  the  Trade  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  ,  only  to  obtain  lbmething  beyond  the  Re¬ 
medy  of  the  Evil,  which  occahon’d  the  Com¬ 
plaint. 

d  he  Article  of  the  Civil  Lift  alone,  had  it  been 
a  much  better  or  a  more  perfert  Bill,  was  a  fufficient 
Argument  with  Me  againil  paifing  it.  into  a  Law. 
Whoever  thinks  that  800,000  /.  a  Year  is  either 
too  much,  or  even  fufficient,  cannot  be  juilify’d 
to  1  hemfelves,  or  to  their  Country,  for  unne- 
cellarily  giving  more.  Tfe  Grievance  is  of  fuch 
a  Nature,  that  not  only  the  Preamble,  but  the 
Efforts  of  the  Art  will  fufficient ly  evidence  to  the 
World  that  fuch  a  Remedy  ought  not  to  be 
pur  chafed  of  the  Crown,  even  fuppoling  that  the 
Redrefs  of  any  Grievance,  under  our  prelent  happy 
Eilablifhment  of  Liberty  and  Property,  can  re¬ 
quire  fuch  Additions  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  which, 
large  as  it  is  at  prefent,  may  by  thefe  means 

become 
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become  itfclf  the  great  eft  Grievance ,  and  too  heavy 
for  the  People  long  to  bear. 

The  Medium  being  taken  from  his  Majeftys 
happy  AcceJJion  to  Midfummer  lalt  is  taking  it  at 
the  higheit  Value,  founded  on  the  Deftru&ion  of 
the  People  and  that  notorious  Abufe,  which  railed 
it  to  i'uch  a  Height,  that  an  A3  ot  this  very 
extraordinary  Nature  is  thought  the  only  Me¬ 
thod  of  fully  putting  a  flop  to  it.  As  the  Re¬ 
medy  fpeaks  the  Evil}  fo  the  Evil  ought  not  to 
be  computed  as  a  ftanding  annual  Revenue  arifing 
to  the  Crown  ;  for  the  DeftruClion  of  the  People 
would  be  the  Deflrudlion  ot  the  Co  nf timers  *  and 
confequently  not  only  the  Share  ot  this  Duty-,  paid 
the  Civil  Lift ,  but  many  other  Branches  ot  that 
Revenue ,  as  well  as  of  Thole  belonging  to  the 
Puhlick ,  mull  have  fallen  much  fhortcr,  had  it 
been  fufferM  to  continue.  The  taking  it  at  the 
higheft  Medium  is  the  lels  to  be  juitify’d,  f  nee 
there  were  fo  many  other  Methods  to  have  done 
it  •  (as  hath  been  already  mention’d )  by  which 
the  Crown ,  could  have  receiv’d  no  poffible  Preju¬ 
dice,  nor  the  People  become  fuch  fuficrers  as  T  hey 
are  like  to  be  by  This ;  which  for  the  future 
gives  both  the  Increafe ,  that  arofe  from  the  Kvtlj 
and  That,  which  will  certainly  arife  iron  reme¬ 
dying  it,  to  the  Crown.  I  hus  is  the  Nation 
oblig’d  to  pay  for  it  as  a  Grievance  fthftfting ,  as 
well  as  cured  ;  which  will  undoubtedly  meet  with 
molt  grateful  Acknowledgments  from  the  People  to 
the  Merit  and  Ingenuity  of  Thole,  to  whom 
They  are  fb  much  obliged  for  this  great  Care  oi 
their  Interefl  and  Welfare. 

There  was  no  Occafion  for  fettling  any  Sum 
to  be  paid  the  Civil  Lift ,  for  its  Share  of  the 
Duties  on  Spirits ,  if  this  A3  was  not  defign’d 
*  D  to 
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toincreafeit ;  linee  it  was  impoffible  that  any  Lois 
Ihould  happen  to  his  Majeftys  Revenue ,  how 
much  foever  the  publick  ones  might  fuller  by  it, 
there  being  fo  provident  an  A3  of  Parliament 
lor  obliging  the  Nation  to  compleat  his  Revenue 
to  lull  8oq,ooo  /  a  Year  net  Produce .  Nor,  from 
the  Nature  of  the  Alterations ,  was  there  any 
Probability  of  a  Decreafe  upon  the  whole ,  but  on 
the  contrary,  it  the  People  arc  not  already  too 
much  exhausted,  a  certain  Increafe  of  thofe  Re - 
venues  by  it;  for  his  Majeft/s  Share  of  foreign 
/Spirits  is  about  z,  :  ot  Home-Spirits  about  1 

his  Share  ol  the  Beer  and  Ale  is,  on  the  whole 
1  reduce,  near  L  ;  and  the  Check,  that  was  given 

to  this  Enormity  by  the  former  A3 ,  proves  This 
to  be  true  ;  lor  as  r]  hat  occalion’d  a  geater 
Produce  in  thole  Duties  on  Beer  and  Ale ,  as  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  Accounts ,  and  what  hath  been  already 
proved  on  that  Head;  lb  they  have  declin'd  too, 
as  1  hole  on^  Spirits  have  increafed,  which  hath 
thereby  occaiion'd  a  greater  Lois  to  the  Civil 
Liji  ;  and  il  this  Acl  was  to  be  coniider'd  only  in 
the  Light  ot  a  Bargain  and  Sale  between  the 
Crown  and  the  People ,  the  Confederation- Mo¬ 
ney  ought  to  be  given  to  the  latter ,  fince  the 
former  will  certainly  be  fo  great  a  Gainer  by  it. 
\\  hat  thw  Gains  w  ill  tae,  it  is  linpoliiblc  to  com¬ 
pute  ;  but  We  may  judge,  from  the  Proporti¬ 
ons  they  have  hitherto  borne  to  one  another 
that  they  are  like  ro  be  very  great ;  and,  per¬ 
haps,  the  bell  Way  of  lae wing  This  will  be  by 
luppoiing  the  A3  to  have  as  much  EfTed  as 
any  oik  oi  the  greatelt  favourers  ot  it  can  exnccf 
Let  us  therefore  fuppofe  that  the  Revenue  of 
500,000/.  on  Spirits  Ihould,  by  this  A3>  which 

is 
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is  defign’d  aim  oft  as  a  total  Prohibition ,  be  re- 
duced  to  100,000  /.  which  is  reckoning  t,  Ids 

3 

drunk  than  at  prefent  •  can  any  one  conceive, 
after  what  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  the 
Increafe  on  Beer  and  Ale ,  can  be  fo  little  in 
Return  as  200,000  /.  a  Year,  which  is  no  more 
than  what  is  loft  by  the  other  ?  But  reckon  it 
only  at  That,  the  Civil  Lift  will  gain  about 
100,000  l:  and  the  Nation,  after  paying  the 
70,000  /.  a  Year  out  of  it,  will  have  but  30,000  /. 
a  Year  to  anfvver  their  Lofs.  This  will  ferve 
to  give  fome  Idea  of  the  great  Increafe  upon 
this  Head ;  but  That  is  not  the  only  one,  upon 
vthich  it  will  gain  by  this  A3  ;  for  as  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  enervated  by  thefe  Liquors ,  would 
then  earn  more,  their  Confumption  in  other 
things  would  be  greater  *  and  We  are  in  fuch 
happy  Circumftances,  that  in  whatever  their  Ex- 
pences  may  coniift,  They  muft  pay  more  Taxes 
for  them.  But  to  mention  one  Article ,  in  which 
there  muft  be  a  considerable  Increafe  to  the  Civil 
Lift ,  by  this  A3 ,  let  us  coniider  that  of  Wine . 
Moft  ot  the  Inns,  which  are  ufed  by  Carriers ,  or 
are  far  from  London ,  as  well  as  much  the  greateft 
Number  of  public k  Houfes  in  Market  drowns  have 
been  enabled,  without  dealing  in  Wine,  not  only 
to  pay  their  Rents,  but  gain  a  tolerable  Sub- 
hftance,  and  Support  the  Burthen  of  fthiartering 
Soldiers,  by  felling  of  Brandy,  Punch,  and  Ale  * 
nor  can  it  be  expefted  that  the  Profits  of 
Ale  alone  will  be  fufficient  to  anfwer  three  fuch 
Demands.  Numbers  of  them  therefore  muft  turn 
to  felling  of  Wine  •  and  whatever  Share  of  that 
Compofttion  Shall  be  real  Wine,  there  will  be  a 
proportional  Share  of  the  Duty  paid  to  the  Civil 
Lift ;  which  will  not  only  occafion  more  Money 

D  %  to 


C  28  ) 

to  go  out  of  the  Nation,  but  will  raife  the  Price 
Abroad  upon  what  We  already  confume,  by  ma¬ 
king  the  Demand  for  it  lo  much  the  greater 
there,  Befides  This,  there  is  a  very  great  Duty 
to  be  paid-for  a  Wine  Licence ,  the  Profits  ot 
which  belong  ail  to  the  Civil  Lift. 

I  ad  the  Law ,  which  wras  made  in  the  fecond 
Year  of  his  Maj  city's  Reign,  been  effectual,  no 
Benefits  would  have  accru'd  to  the  Civil  Lift  Re¬ 
venues in  particular,  but  fuch  as  would  have  been 
equal  to  Thofe  ot  the  Public k\  for  it  cannot  be 
conceived  that  the  fame  Perfons ,  ft  ill  managing 
the  Civil  Lift  and  publick  Revenues ,  were  lefs  care¬ 
ful  of  one  of  them ,  at  that  Time,  than  They  are 
at  prefen t. 

It  is  wrcll  known  that,  at  that  Time,  the 
publick  Cred‘+oys  wanted  no  fuch  Olaufe  lor  their 
Share  in  the  Duties  *  fince  the  whole  ot  thofe 
Funds  then ,  as  well  as  now,  produced  above 
double  what  they  did,  when  they  were  originally 
granted,  befides  the  Saving  there  had  been,  by 
much  the  greateft  Part  being  fubferibed  into  the 
South  Sea  Company ,  and  fince  reduced  to  4  per 
Cent.  All  the  Experience  They  then  had,  with 
Regard  to  the  Civil  Lift ,  confifted  only  in  the 
great  Decreafe  and  Lofs  on  Beer  and  Ale ,  from 
1 725  to  1729,  and  the  Incrcafe  in  Proportion 
upon  the  Spirits .  They  had  not  feen,  nor  wanted 
any  Proof,  how  much  the  Decreafe  ot  the  one 
would,  be  the  Incrcafe  of  the  other  *  yet  even 
then  fo  fenfible  were  dfthey  and  the  Parliament  that 
there  could  be  no  poffible  Lofs  to  either ,  that  it 
>vas  enacted,  a  *  that  all  the  Monies  arifing  by 

f - -  - - — — - — * - — - — — ~ 
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“  the  faid  Duties ,  &c.  lhall  from  Time  to  l  ime 
“  be  paid  into  the  Receipt  oi  his  Majefty’s  Ex¬ 
it  chcquer  in  England  diftindtly  and  apart  from 
«  all  other  Branches -of  the  publick  Revenues, 

«  fUbje#  and  liable  to  the  future  Difpofttion  of 
a  Parliament”  —So  careful  were  fame  Perfons , 
at  that  Time,  to  prevent  its  going  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  belongs  to  thofe  publick  Creditors, 
that  by  thofe  laft  Words  it  was  exprefsly  excepted, 
that  it  might  be  a  F und  for  their  future  Difpofttion  i 
fo  unneccifary  was  any  Provifion  of  the  Nature  of 
the  prefent  A3  thought,  at  that  Time ;  nor  do 
the  publick  Creditors  need  it  now,,  but  for  the  bake 
of  being  coupled  with  the  Civil  Lijl,  which  it  may 

be  thought  carries  a  better  Appearance. 

Another  Thing,  which  ought  to  be  confiderd, 
is  •  whether  We  are  fo  rich,  and  in  fuch  flourilhing 
Circumftances,  as  to  afford  an  Increase  to  the  Civil 
till  Whoever  fees  the  Poverty,  Diftrels,  and 
Want  of  Money,  in  almoft  all  Parts  of  the  Country, 
and  how  much  it  hath  been  increafed  of  late  Years, 
with  the  terrible,  though  juft,  Apprehensions  of  its 
being  Rill  greater,  may  be  apt  to  think  that  \\  c 
are  not  able— If  to  This  We  add  the  great  De¬ 
crease  of  the  publick  Revenues  fince.  the  Time  ot 
that  Grant ,  and  the  Lofs,  which  it  is  faid  will 
happen  to  them  by  this  A3,  it  is  highly  unreafona* 
ble  'to  be  Hill  giving  more  to  the  Civil  Lift,  bc- 
caufe  the  People  are  now  lefs  able,  though  not  lefs 
willing,  to  pay  even  the  8co,ooo/.  a  Year  5  a 
Revenue  fo  great,  that  there  is  Reafon  to  believe, 
without  an  additional  100,000  /.  that  if  even  all 
the  Sims  were  paid  out  of  it,  as  were  defign’d.  by 
the  original  Grant,  it  would  of  itfcii  be  lufHcient 

to  anfwer  all  good  Purpofes ;  for  it  is  worth  ob- 

ferving 
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Serving  that  bis  late  Majejly ,  upon  the  Medium  of 
his  whole  Reign,  had  but  700,000  l.  a  Year  * 
and  }tt  the  Privy  Purfe,  fee  ret  Service  Money  , 
Penftons ,  Bounties ,  and  Money  without  Account, 
irom  Lady- Day  1721,  to  Lady-Day  1725,  a- 

mounted  to  2,728,759/.  which,  for  four  Years,  is 
o  o  2 , 1  op  /.  Annum. 

We  have  been  deiired  to  think  that  the  great 
f  ecreaie  of  the  Revenues ,  which  hath  happen'd  of 
late  1  ears,  was  owing  to  the  Bounties  paid  on  Corn 
sported',  but  That,  when  enquired  into  for  the 

laft  Tear ,  will  not  be  found  to  exceed  the  common 

Run  ^  of  Tears  formerly ;  though  it  is  much  to  be 
tear  d  that  the  French  will  loon  drive  Us  out  of 
that  Trade ,  as  well  as  the  Sugar ;  and  when  they 

^7  Woollen  otic  are  gone,  how  much  longer 
mall  We  be  able — _ 

Upon  the  whole,  either  this  Evil  was  not  fo 
great  as  to  require  fuch  a  defperate  Remedy :  or 
the  Remedy  ought  not  to  be  pur  chafed  •  for  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  his  Majefty  would  have 
re  u  ed  his  Content  to  a  Bill ,  for  preferving  the 
Lives  of  his  Subjetfs,  without  their  giving  an 
Increafe  to  the  Civil  Lijl  •  which  might  create  a 
greater  Evil ,  by  leflening  the  Affections  and  Duty 
of  the  People ;  at  the  fame  Time  that  there  was  lb 
for  from  being  any  Pollibility  ot  a  Lofsy  that  there 
was  all  reafonablc  Probability  of  a  great  Increafe 
without  it.  It  therefore  feenfd  highly  unneceflary’ 
qoniidering  .  the  Circumftances  of  the  Nation,  to 
give  an  additional  70,000/.  a  Year-  which,  if  it 
were  to  be  valued  after  the  Manner  of  the  'famous 

Reprefentation,  at  25  Years  Purchafc,  amounts  to 
1,750,000/ 


(  31  ) 

As  Experience  fhews  Us  that  We  feldom  or 
never  get  rid  of  the  fa  fort  of  Burthens ,  when  once 
impofed  upon  Us,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  in  any  wife 
fuller  in  your  Opinion,  or  That  ot  my  Country¬ 
men,  Ur  endeavouring  to  prevent  its  being  laid 
upon  Us. 

I  amy  Sir,  &c. 


F  I  N'  I  S. 
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